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11.30 - 12.10
Coffee Break, sponsored by

SALON DE MUSICA

8.30 - 9.00
WELCOME & REGISTRATION

RECEPTION AREA

9.00 - 9.25
OFFICIAL OPENING
SALA JULIO CARO BAROJA

17.35 - 18.00
Closing Ceremony and Raffle

SALA JULIO CARO BAROJA

9.30 - 10.25
Plenary by Jeremy Harmer

I don't teach answers
SALA JULIO CARO BAROJA

10.30 - 11.25
Plenary by Antonia Clare 

Language, Learning and the Creative Mind
SALA JULIO CARO BAROJA

16.35 - 17.30
Plenary by Jim Scrivener  

Uncertainty
SALA JULIO CARO BAROJA

13.30 - 15.15
lunch Break

12.15 - 13.30
phil ball 

CLIL:  
The 3 Dimensions  

of Content
SALA JULIO CARO BAROJA

Anne Robinson  
Preparing and taking  

Young Learner Tests -  
Useful (and fun!)

comedor real

Jane Cadwallader   
21st century learning: 

what's different?
 

sala palacio

15.30 - 16.30
Simon Ward  

Positive Education
 
 

SALA JULIO CARO BAROJA

Karen McGhie   
Expect more, believe 
more, achieve more

 
comedor real

Rebecca Adlard    
Whodunnit?  

Unlocking the mystery  
of the class reader

sala palacio
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BIODATA

Jeremy has written courses, readers and books 
about teaching including The Practice of English 
Language Teaching, and Essential Teacher Knowl-
edge. He has trained (and spoken with) teachers 
around the world. He is a faculty member on the 
MATESOL at The New School, New York. Away 
from ELT, Jeremy is a musician and spoken word 
performer. With colleague Steve Bingham he 
has toured the show Touchable Dreams, and is a 
regular performer in folk clubs in and around Cam-
bridge UK (where he lives). His children’s oratorio, 
Island, premiered in 2015. Recently, Jeremy has 
co-written two levels of the series for young adults/
adults “Jetstream” for Helbling English. 

ABSTRACT

The great mathematician Katherine Johnson – a 
central figure in Hollywood’s ‘Hidden Figures’ about 
women of colour working for the space race at 
NASA - says in a TV interview as a sprightly 92-year-
old, “I have never taught answers”, and sees the 
process of learning as being a problem-solving ac-
tivity. In this she fits into a tradition stretching back to 
Illich and encompassing present-day Sugata Mitra 
etc. But teachers think they should teach too, and, to 
some extent, many students expect this.

So what should we do? Where do we fit on a 
cline between question provider/facilitator and 
transmission teacher? Is there a halfway house 
where student-directed thinking can stimulate learn-
ing? Is there?

Jeremy Harmer
Plenary
I don't teach answers

BIODATA

Antonia Clare is an English language teacher 
trainer, international conference speaker and 
award-winning materials writer. Her special inter-
ests include the use of video and new technologies 
in ELT, creativity and the psychology of language 
learning.  She is a member of the Visual Arts Circle 
and a consultant trainer with NILE.  She has taught 
and trained in many countries around the world, 
and co-authored bestselling course book titles in-
cluding Total English and Speakout.  

ABSTRACT

Learning a language is an inherently creative task. 
The learner doesn’t simply repeat the words, phrases 
and grammar that they are exposed to, but adapts 
that language to construct new meanings, relevant 
to their lives and to their own developing L2 identity. 
Creative intelligence contributes positively to the lan-
guage learning process, and a creative disposition 
is a quality that characterises effective teachers and 
students alike (Richards, 2013). This talk will exam-
ine the value of creativity in the language learning 
process and explore ideas for engendering creativ-
ity in our learners, as well as in ourselves.

ANTONIA CLARE
Plenary
Language, Learning and the Creative Mind



BIODATA

Phil Ball works mainly for the Federation of Basque 
Schools, based in San Sebastián in Spain. He is a 
CLIL materials writer and teacher-trainer and was 
closely involved with the award-winning Basque 
project, ‘Eleanitz’.  He has been involved in sev-
eral European-based CLIL projects, and has writ-
ten a wide variety of CLIL-based textbooks for the 
Basque and Spanish social science and English 
language programmes. He co-designed the new 
‘CLIL Essentials’ online course for the British Coun-
cil and works as a consultant for NILE in England. 

He is the co-author of the new book about CLIL, 
‘Putting CLIL into Practice’ (Oxford University Press 
2015) and the CLIL textbook series for the Basque 
compentence-based curriculum (EKI), for which he 
is an author, was nominated for the ELTONS In-
novation Award in London, in 2016.

ABSTRACT

What is ‘content’, and what is ‘language’? Nei-
ther subject nor language teachers would have 
any problem answering this question with regard 
to conventional teaching through the mother-
tongue, but in CLIL the considerations change. 
Subject teachers need support in identifying the 
key language in their learning sequences, so that 
they can then make it more salient, and language 
teachers – now showing more interest in what CLIL 
can do for them - need to consider the nature of 
‘content’ – namely what it is, how it behaves, and 
how it can be supported methodologically.

This talk will illustrate the notion of the three dimen-
sions of content in CLIL, namely conceptual, proce-
dural and linguistic. This new framework encour-
ages both subject and language teachers to think 
of their lessons in these three-dimensional terms and 
to ‘adjust the volume’ of a task according to the 
demands that it makes. This helps CLIL teachers to 
prioritise any one of the three dimensions, at any 
point of a lesson or a sequence.

Phil Ball 
TITLE
CLIL: The 3 Dimensions of Content

BIODATA

A seminar presenter for Cambridge Assessment 
English, Anne Robinson regularly gives seminars, 
webinars, workshops and plenaries. She is the au-
thor of Fun for Starters, Movers and Flyers, published 
by Cambridge University Press. The 4th editions of 
these books include preparation for the 2018 re-
vised tasks and coverage of the full wordlists.

ABSTRACT

A few changes have been introduced to the Cam-
bridge Assessment English Young Learners Tests.  
What has changed and why?  Maybe to encour-
age us to work on useful skills for young learn-
ers?  We can do this, and at the same time, our 
students can have fun!  Come along and find out 
how!

ANNE ROBINSON
TITLE
Preparing and taking Young Learner 
Tests - Useful (and fun!)



BIODATA

Jane has a long experience of teaching English in 
pre-school and Primary. She is also a well-travelled 
teacher trainer and has co-authored a number of 
courses for Pre-school, Primary and Bilingual Prima-
ry science. Most recently she has been part of the 
team involved in writing Academy Stars, the new 
Macmillan course for Primary which integrates criti-
cal thinking and learning skills into a solid staged 
approach to language and the four skills.

ABSTRACT

What’s the same and what’s different about learn-
ing and teaching in our 21st century classroom? 
How can we include critical thinking, encourag-
ing a “growth mindset”, collaboration and social 
values in our classes? This will be a very practical 
session which will explore how we can engage 
children in thinking whilst at the same time practis-
ing and using simple language.

JANE CADWALLADER
TITLE
21st century learning: what's different? 

SIMON WARD
TITLE
Positive Education

BIODATA

Simon Ward is a Senior Practitioner Educational 
Psychologist in England where his specialism is 
positive behaviour and well-being. For a number 
of years, Simon has been running a variety of 
projects to develop the attitudes, skills and experi-
ences which allow individuals and organisations 
to thrive and lead to success and achievement. As 
a regular trainer, he has delivered seminars on a 
range of topics including: motivation and learn-
ing, positive behaviour management and solution 
oriented approaches. Simon is currently a consult-
ant for The Cambridge Learning Journey.

ABSTRACT

The concept of positive Education seeks higher 
academic achievement, alongside the develop-
ment of well-being.  This places an emphasis on 
the whole child with a focus on social, emotional 
and psychological skills.  Research demonstrates 
that when qualities such as curiosity, resilience, a 
growth mindset, perseverance and relationship 
skills are developed in pupils, there is an increase 
in motivation and they are more successful not just 
in school but in wider society.  In this presentation, 
participants will be introduced to a model that 
brings these ideas together and can be incorpo-
rated into life and work of the classroom.
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BIODATA

Karen McGhie is a teacher and teacher trainer, 
currently working at London School of Languages 
in San Sebastián. She has been teaching English 
since 2014 and is a CELTA tutor. After her expe-
rience in Academies and summer schools in the 
UK, she has developed a special interest in im-
proving Teacher Training on YLs and their specific 
classroom needs.

ABSTRACT

As teachers, we are required to get the best out 
of our students and help them fulfil their language-
learning potential. Why then, do we so often fo-
cus on the negative aspects of our YLs’ classroom 
performance? This talk will look at why teacher 
expectation is crucial in promoting student suc-
cess, and will suggest ways in which this can be 
achieved in the classroom.

KAREN MCGHIE
TITLE
Expect more, believe more, achieve more 
The case for increasing our expectations of YLs and their abilities in the classroom

REBECCA ADLARD
TITLE
Whodunnit? - Unlocking the mystery  
of the class reader

BIODATA

Rebecca is an experienced author, teacher, teach-
er trainer and freelance editor based in Brighton, 
UK. As an English graduate and drama student, 
she has a love of stories, plays and playing, and 
continually looks for ways to include these in lan-
guage learning. Recent work includes teacher’s 
resources for Collins Agatha Christie readers, 
Collins Paddington readers for young learners 
and Collins Reading Detectives for primary. She 
is also co-director of her own company, Language 
Umbrella Ltd.

ABSTRACT

Readers are a great way to engage and encour-
age intermediate learners to read extended texts 
in English. But if you have ever found yourself in-
structing students to read around the room, and   
asking, ‘What do you think?’, this session is for 
you. Using examples from Collins Agatha Christie 
Readers, this talk provides some practical ideas   
for using readers in class.



BIODATA

Jim is a writer, consultant, teacher and trainer. His 
main interest is finding usable, engaging, practi-
cal classroom teaching techniques that encourage 
more learning to happen.

Jim’s award-winning publications include Learning 
Teaching, Teaching English Grammar, Classroom 
Management Techniques, Visual Grammar (Rich-
mond 2013). He is Series Editor for Personal Best 
(Richmond 2017).

Say hello to @jimscriv on Twitter! 

JIM SCRIVENER
Plenary
Uncertainty ABSTRACT

As ELT professionals, it feels as if we work in 
a world of increasing certainties. Researchers 
measure and quantify what we do and make 
proposals about best practice. Coursebooks 
(and presumably their writers and publishers) 
seem to have worked out how best to organ-
ise learning content for the classroom. School 
owners and their management teams tell stu-
dents that they know how long it will take them 
to progress through each level – and they tell 
teachers exactly how long they should take to 
cover each unit of the book. Inspectors seem to 
know exactly what they are looking for when 
they observe our lessons.

So …

           …why do I still feel so unsure about 
everything?

This talk is an exploration of uncertainty in ELT 
(and the lack of it). The implications for teach-
ing are surprisingly important and far-reaching.
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Thanks To our sponsors
LTS would like to thank the above organisations for their sponsorship and support towards the conference
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